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P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  C A T H Y  K E I F E R ,  D R E A M S T I M E

Chameleon
A chameleon sits motionlessly on a tree branch. Suddenly its sticky, two-
foot-long tongue snaps out at 13 miles an hour, wrapping around a cricket
and whipping the yummy snack back into the reptile’s mouth. Now that’s
fast food dining! And the chameleon’s swift eating style is just one of its
many features that’ll leave you tongue-tied.

COMMON NAME: Meller's Chameleon

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Trioceros melleri

TYPE: Reptiles

DIET: Carnivore

AVERAGE LIFE SPAN IN THE WILD: 12 years

SIZE: 21 inches

WEIGHT: 14.4 ounces

Chameleons change colors to attract mates, regulate body temperature, or tell intruders to stay
away.
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COLORFUL CRITTERS

Chameleons mostly live in the rain forests and deserts of Africa. The

color of their skin helps them blend in with their habitats. Chameleons

that hang out in trees are usually green. Those that live in deserts are

most often brown.

They often change color to warm up or cool down. (Turning darker

helps warm the animals because the dark colors absorb more heat.)

They also switch shades to communicate with other chameleons, using

bright colors to attract potential mates or warn enemies.

So how exactly do chameleons change colors? The outer layer of their

skin is see-through. Beneath that are layers of special cells filled with

pigment—the substance that gives plants and animals (including you)

color. To display a new color, the brain sends a message for these cells

to get bigger or smaller. As this happens, pigments from different cells

are released, and they mix with each other to create new skin tones.

For instance, red and blue pigment may mix to make the chameleon

look purple.

N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  M A P S
Chameleon Range Map
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EYES EVERYWHERE

Over 150 species of chameleons exist, ranging from the size of your

thumbnail to that of a house cat. Some species of chameleon (such as

the tiger chameleon) are endangered, but others (like the

Drakensberg dwarf chameleon) are not. No matter their differences, all

chameleons have a prize pair of eyes. Their peepers can move in two

different directions at once, giving the lizards a panoramic view of

their surroundings. This eye-popping reptile really knows how to scale

up the cool factor.

Y U M !  -  C H A M E L E O N S  S N A T C H  B U G S

A chameleon’s tongue shoots from its mouth superfast—
all to snag a bug to eat. Watch this episode of Moment
of… to find out!
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●
● Crocodiles are reptiles that live mostly in large tropical rivers. Like other

reptiles, the crocodile is a cold-blooded animal.
● The physical characteristics of crocodiles make them good predators. They

are known for their ability to hide in plain sight and ambush their prey.
● Crocodiles are fast over short distances both on land and in the water as

well. This helps in their predatory abilities.
● Crocodiles have sharp teeth and have the strongest bite of any animal in

the world.
● Even though the crocodile has a strong bite, the muscles that open their

jaws are not that powerful and a reasonably strong human could hold their
jaw closed with their bare hands.

● Crocodiles can survive for a long time without food. When they do eat, the
crocodile has a variety of fish, birds and other animals.

● Most crocodiles live in freshwater tropical rivers and lakes but some, such
as the Australian saltie, also travel and live in coastal saltwater.

● Crocodiles release heat through their mouths rather than through sweat
glands.

● The saltwater crocodile is the largest species of crocodile and can grow to
be 7-15 feet and up to 1,200kg (2,600lb) in weight.

● Like alligators, crocodiles are part of the order ‘Crocodylia’ – which is a
group of reptile that includes birds and long-extinct dinosaurs.

https://kidskonnect.com/worksheets/reptiles/


●
● January and February is the typical mating season for a crocodile and the

gestation period is around 2-3 months for the egg incubation. A typical
clutch size is around 35-50 crocodile eggs.

● The female crocodile will build a nest of loose dirt near the water’s edge in
April or May. She will bury the eggs and guard her nest fiercely from other
animals.

● When the crocodile eggs hatch in July or August the female will carry her
young to the water. Unlike the alligator though, the crocodile will not
continue to care for her young.

● The greatest threats to crocodiles are loss of their habitat because of
human development, illegal killing by poachers, and roadkill.
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Frilled Lizard
Chlamydosaurus kingii

Last updated: February 16, 2021  Verified by: AZ Animals Staff

> Reptiles

“ Frilled lizards can stand up and run on their hind legs.
— Continue Reading after the facts...

Frilled Lizard Scientific Classification

Frilled Lizard Conservation Status

Least Concern

Kingdom Animalia

Frilled
Lizard
Location

Oceania

Frilled Lizard Images

Click through all of our Frilled Lizard images in the gallery.

View all of the Frilled Lizard images!

Find your favorite Animals!

Search

Search

“Frilled lizards can stand up and run on their hind legs”

A frilled lizard also goes by the names frilled dragon and frilled agama. It is known for raising its neck frill, or the extra flap of skin around its neck, in an effort to intimidate

predators. These lizards live in northern Australia and New Guinea. Upon seeing the raised neck frill of this lizard, some people think it’s venomous or that it spits poison at

predators. In reality, this reptile is not venomous and has no poison to spit!

5 Incredible Frilled Lizard Facts!

Frilled Lizard Facts

Main Prey Insects, Rodents, Spiders Fun Fact Frilled lizards can stand up and run on their
hind legs.

Lifestyle Solitary

Frilled

← →
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It’s sometimes called the bicycle lizard because of the way its hind legs move when it’s running

They are kept in some households as exotic pets that need special care

The female lays eggs up to 8 inches underground

These lizards are not poisonous

They can live up to 20 years

Frilled Lizard Scientific Name

Chlamydosaurus kingii is the scientific name of the frilled lizard. The Latin word chlamydo means small cloak while saurus means lizard. It’s also called the frilled dragon and

the frilled agama. It belongs to the Agamidae family and the class of Reptilia.

There are 420 species of frilled lizard.

Frilled Lizard Appearance and Behavior

A frilled lizard has grayish-brown scales and is usually about 3 feet in length. Though it’s large in size, it weighs just over 1 pound. Line up two and a half bowling pins and

you’re looking at the length of a 3-foot frilled lizard. A frilled lizard that weighs a little over 1 pound is about equal in weight to a can of soup.

This lizard has a long tail and claws made for hanging onto the trunk of a tree to climb it in quick fashion. The brown-gray scales of this lizard help to camouflage it in the trees.

The frilled dragon is solitary and remains alone most of the time except during breeding season.

Frilled Lizard’s Neck Frill

This lizard gets its name from the fold of skin, also called a neck frill, that encircles its throat. Most of the time, this fold of skin lays flat like a superhero cape on the lizard’s

body. However, when this reptile is threatened by a predator, it raises its neck frill, opens its mouth, and hisses. This makes the lizard look larger in size and threatening. In

short, the animal does this in an effort to frighten a predator. Its neck frill measures about 12 inches in diameter.

Raising its neck frill usually confuses a predator long enough for the lizard to start running on its hind legs toward a tree. It makes sense. A confused predator is very likely to let

a frilled lizard get away! By the way, this reptile’s clumsy run is an incredible sight to see.

Frilled Lizard Habitat

The frilled lizard lives in northern Australia and New Guinea. This reptile lives in a warm environment. Its habitat includes woodland savannas as well as temperate and

tropical forests.

These reptiles spend most of their time high up in the trees. Their dull, grayish-brown skin helps them to blend in with the tree trunks and branches. The scales on the neck frill

of this lizard help to prevent loss of moisture in their warm environment. Frilled lizards are quick and can move up and around the trunks of trees in short bursts of speed.

These lizards don’t migrate. They are more active during the wet season (October to April) than they are during the dry season. Though they don’t go into traditional

hibernation, they decrease running and other activities as well as eat less during the dry season.

Frilled Lizard Diet

These lizards are carnivores eating the food source that is most abundant in their tropical habitat.

What eats frilled lizards?

Birds of prey such as eagles, owls and hawks, snakes, dingoes, larger lizards, and feral cats are predators of these lizards.

What does a frilled lizard eat?
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Insects play a large role in the diet of the frilled agama aka the frilled lizard. Cicadas, spiders, beetles, ants, termites, moths, and butterflies are all on the menu. These

reptiles also eat small mammals such as mice and rats. They’ve been known to eat smaller lizards as well.

When hunting for food, these lizards wait near a mouse’s hole or close to a dead tree where termites live. Then, when the animal appears, the lizard grabs it and won’t let it go.

These lizards hunt for prey at sunrise and sunset.

This reptile has been known to consume hundreds of thousands of termites in one sitting, then not eat again for months. One termite colony may contain as many as 1 million

termites and weigh up to 1,000 pounds. Picture a grand piano and you’re picturing an item that weighs 1,000 pounds.

Frilled Lizard Predators and Threats

Birds of prey, dingoes, snakes, feral cats, and larger lizards are all predators of these lizards. These lizards spend most of the time in trees.

As you see, many of its predators also have access to the trees making these lizards vulnerable. Their skin allows them to blend in with their leafy environment so they can

sometimes hide. Plus, they are quick and may be able to outrun them. If a lizard climbs down to the ground in search of food, a dingo may capture it before it gets back into the

relative safety of a tree.

The conservation status of the frilled agama is Least Concern. But it does face a few threats. Its habitat is threatened by deforestation. In addition, an increase in feral cats in

their living environment has contributed to a decrease in their population.

There are no specific conservation plans in place for this lizard. However, there are some wildlife parks that are home to some of these lizards. Wasur National Park in New

Guinea is one example.

Frilled Lizard Reproduction, Babies and Lifespan

The breeding season of these lizards runs from September to October. The male lizards compete for females by fighting and displaying their neck frills. Also, a male bobs his

head up and down to get a female’s attention. Female lizards lay their eggs between the months of November to February. The eggs are laid from 1 to 8 inches below ground.

These lizards usually choose to dig the hole in a sunny area, so the sunlight gives some warmth to their eggs. A female lays from 8 to 14 soft-shelled eggs in one clutch. The

incubation period of the eggs is 2 to 3 months. Each egg weighs less than an ounce in size. Some females have 2 clutches of eggs per season.

Baby lizards are able to survive without any care from their parents after they hatch. Each baby is about as long as an adult’s pinkie finger! And, yes, baby lizards have full use

of their neck frill. They can eat small insects including ants and termites. Generally, a lizard stays with its brothers and sisters for about 10 days before leaving to establish its

own life.

The lifespan of this lizard can go as high as 20 years! In fact, a 20-year-old frilled lizard living in captivity holds the record as the oldest of its kind.

These lizards can become ill due to a lack of vitamin D and calcium. This causes lethargy and lack of appetite. Frilled lizards need a certain amount of ultraviolet light each day

to receive vitamin D and absorb calcium to keep them in good health.

Frilled Lizard Population

According to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, the exact population of this reptile is unknown. This is because these lizards are quick to hide making it difficult to

record an accurate count. However, their official conservation status is Least Concern.

Scientists think the population of this lizard is decreasing due to threats to its habitat and an increase in predators such as feral cats.

Frilled Lizards in the Zoo

Checkout the cool frilled lizards at the Denver Zoo.

Discover these lizards on display at Little Rock Zoo.

View all 27 animals that start with F

Frilled Lizard FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) 

Are Frilled Lizards herbivores, carnivores, or omnivores?

This reptile is a carnivore.

What Kingdom do Frilled Lizards belong to?

Frilled Lizards belong to the Kingdom Animalia.

What class do Frilled Lizards belong to?

Frilled Lizards belong to the class Reptilia.

What phylum to Frilled Lizards belong to?

Frilled Lizards belong to the phylum Chordata.

What family do Frilled Lizards belong to?
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Top Ten Awesome Facts About Frogs

Frogs are amazing. They are excellent indicators of the quality of their environment. They go from living

completely underwater to an animal that breathes air. There are so many fascinating qualities! In this top ten,

we’ve collected some of our favourite frog facts that you might not have known. Check out the list below to learn

a little more about our froggy friends.

1. There are over 4,700 species of frogs!

They are found on every continent except Antarctica.

2. Every year that a frog goes into hibernation, a new layer of
bone forms.

You can count these rings to find out the frog’s age.

3. Many frogs can jump 20 times their own height.

Some can jump even higher!

4. Frogs come in all sorts of colours.

The colourful skin of many tropical frogs acts as a warning to predators that these frogs are poisonous.

May 8, 2013
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This is the golden poison dart frog and it is considered to be one of the most poisonous animals on the planet.

5. The study of amphibians and reptiles is called Herpetology,
and those who study them are called Herpetologists.

The name comes from the Greek word Herpeton which means “something that crawls”.

6. One of the ways you can tell a male frog from a female is
by looking at their ears.

A frog’s ear is called tympanum and it is located just behind the eye. If the tympanum is larger than the frog’s

eye, it is male; if it is smaller, it is female.

A female and male frog. Flickr Credit: rebonnett

7. Did you know that frogs moult? This is the process where
they shed their skin.

Most frogs moult once a week but some will do it every day! Once the old skin has been pulled off, the frog

usually eats it!
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8. Croaking is used by male frogs as a way to attract females.

Each frog species has a distinct croak. They have vocal sacs, which fill with air, and can amplify the sound up to

a mile away!

9. Frogs have teeth on their upper jaw, which they use to keep
their prey in one place until they can swallow it.

Frogs swallow using their eyes; its eyes retract into its head and help push the food down its throat.

10. Frogs don’t drink water with their mouths; they “drink” by
absorbing water through their skin.

Frogs have permeable skin, which means liquids and gases can pass through it. There is a bad side to having

permeable skin, though. Frogs are at risk of absorbing whatever pollutions are in the water and air, and they can

easily get dehydrated if they are away from water for too long.

Sources: 

Michael E. Dorcas, Whit Gibbons (2011) Frogs: The Animal Answer Guide. JHU Press. Page 80 

http://www.defenders.org/frogs/basic-facts 

http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/frogs-a-chorus-of-colors/frog-fun-facts 

http://blogs.smithsonianmag.com/science/2011/06/14-fun-facts-about-frogs/

http://books.google.ca/books?id=cST6P7aJToYC&lpg=PA80&ots=19D6mLF2Na&dq=how%20do%20frogs%20drink%20water&pg=PA80#v=onepage&q&f=true
http://www.defenders.org/frogs/basic-facts
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Komodo Dragon
Komodo dragons are the biggest and heaviest lizards on Earth. Full-grown
adults can reach 10 feet (3 meters) long and weigh more than 300 pounds
(140 kilograms)! Most weigh about 150 pounds (70 kilograms).

COMMON NAME: Komodo dragons

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Varanus komodoensis

TYPE: Reptiles

DIET: Carnivore

AVERAGE LIFE SPAN IN THE WILD: Up to 30 years

Komodo dragons are the biggest and heaviest lizards on Earth.
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SIZE: 10 feet

WEIGHT: 330 pounds

These giant reptiles have been around for millions of years, but

scientists didn't study them until about a hundred years ago. Wild

Komodo dragons are found only on Indonesia's Lesser Sunda Islands.

They are powerful-looking reptiles with wide, flat heads, rounded

snouts, bowed legs, and huge, muscular tails. They have a clumsy,

back-and-forth walk, and their yellow tongues flick in and out

constantly.

The dominant predators on the islands where they live, Komodo

dragons will eat almost anything they find, including already dead

animals, deer, water buffalo, pigs, smaller Komodo dragons, and

occasionally humans! When hunting, Komodo dragons rely on

camouflage and patience, lying in bushes or tall grasses until a victim

passes by. They pounce on their prey with powerful legs and sharp

claws, then sink their jagged, sharklike teeth in.

N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  M A P S
Check out where Komodo dragons live.
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An animal that escapes the jaws of a Komodo won't feel lucky for long.

Dragon saliva contains large amounts of bacteria, which poisons their

victims, usually within 24 hours. Dragons will calmly follow their bitten

prey for miles, using their keen sense of smell to find the corpse. They

have huge appetites and have been known to eat up to 80 percent of

their body weight in a single feeding.

Female Komodo dragons lay up to 30 eggs, which they will guard for

several months. Babies are greenish with yellow and black bands but

become solid gray to reddish-brown as they age. Young dragons will

stay in the trees until they are about eight months old to avoid

predators, which include larger dragons.
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Top 10 Facts About Snakes!
Do you want to learn about snakes? Check out these top 10 facts...

1. Snakes smell with their tongues.
Have you ever wondered why snakes stick their tongues out?

They are probably trying to smell their surroundings as they use their tongue to do this.

At the roof of their mouth they have something called a Jacobson’s or vomeronasal organ.

The smell then goes from the tongue, to the organ in their mouth.

More to click...
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2. Some snakes are venomous!
Some snakes can be very dangerous as they are venomous.

They use their venom to kill their prey.

The venom is made in their salivary glands and then gets pushed out through their fangs and into their prey.

The snakes to look out for are the black mamba, king cobra, inland taipan plus lots more.

There are around 600 venomous snakes.
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Find out about the poisonous King Cobra…
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3. Pit vipers, boa constrictors and pythons can sense heat.
Have you ever wondered how a snake can attack it’s prey in the dark?

They can sense the heat of their prey using the two holes in their face called pits.

This makes it very hard to hide from a snake!

4. Snakes have hundreds of ribs!
Snakes can grow very long which means they have hundreds of ribs!

That’s much more than humans. We only have 24 ribs.

They need them just like us… to protect their organs!

5. They shed their skin.
Snakes shed their skin between 4 and 12 times a year.

This is because snakes are always growing however their skin doesn’t grow with them.

Their old layer of skin becomes too tight for them and so they have to shed it.

They then have a nice new layer of skin underneath!
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6. Snakes hear using vibrations in their jaw bones.
Snakes can’t hear sounds like us.

They use a bone called a quadrate which is attached to their jaw.

This is used to sense vibrations!

7. There are over 3,000 different species of snakes.
Over 3,000 different species of snakes have been found.

That’s a lot of snakes!

8. The fastest snake can travel up to 12 miles per hour.
Snakes can travel really fast but the black mamba is the fastest.

It can travel up to 12 miles per hour.
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9. The longest snake is the reticulated python.
Did you know the longest snake is over 6 metres long?!

It’s called a reticulated python.
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10. Snakes have flexible jaws.
Snakes have flexible jaws so they can eat prey that are bigger than them.

They then digest their prey with their strong stomach acid.
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Here at Nat Geo Kids we’re turtally mad about turtles, that’s why we’ve put together these ten
terrific turtle facts!
These magnificent creatures come in all shapes and sizes and live in a number of different
environments. They all belong to a group of reptiles called Testudines, which includes turtles,
tortoises, and terrapins.
From giant, slow-moving land-dwelling tortoises and snappy terrapins basking in their
fresh-water lagoons, to the graceful strokes of a sea turtle gliding through our oceans – check
out our ten totally awesome turtle facts, below!

1. Turtles belong to one of the oldest reptile groups in the world – beating snakes,

crocodiles and alligators!

2. These creatures date back to the time of the dinosaurs, over 200 million years ago –

woah!

3. Turtles are easily recognised by their bony, cartilaginous shell. This super-tough

casing acts like a shield to protect them from predators – some turtles can even tuck

their head up inside their shell for extra protection!

4. Just like your bones, a turtle’s shell is actually part of its skeleton. It’s made up of over

50 bones which include the turtle’s rib cage and spine.



5. Contrary to popular belief, a turtle cannot come out of its shell. The turtle’s shell

grows with them, so it’s impossible for them to grow too big for it!

6. What a turtle eats depends on the environment it lives in. Land-dwelling turtles will

munch on beetles, fruit and grass, whereas sea dwellers will gobble everything from

algae to squid and jellyfish.

7. Some turtles are carnivores (meat eaters), others are herbivores (plant eaters) and

some are omnivores (a mixture of the two!). Many baby turtles start life as carnivores

but grow to eat more plants as they mature.

8. Turtles are ‘amniotes’ – they breathe air and lay their eggs on land, although many

species live in or around water.

9. These cold-blooded creatures have an incredibly long life span. The oldest ever

recorded, named Tu”i Malila, of Tonga Island, passed away at the grand old age of

188!

10. Sadly, many species of turtle are endangered! 129 of approximately 300 species of

turtle and tortoise on Earth today are either vulnerable, endangered, or critically

endangered, according to the IUCN. Threats include loss of habitat, poaching and the

illegal pet trade.
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