
JOAN PROCTER
DRAGON DOCTOR
T E A C H E R  M A T T H E WSynopsis 

As a child, Joan Procter preferred the company of pet lizards, snakes, turtles, and even a
crocodile to those of dolls and girls. As a grown up, she worked at the London’s Natural
History Museum—a position made possible because many male scientists were serving in
World War One. Her expertise resulted in an invitation to redesign the Reptile House at
the London Zoo, and her particular fondness for the komodo dragons made her famous
and helped people change their mind about lizards.

Lessons and objectives
When you are passionate about something, do everything you can to learn about it and
take every opportunity you can to learn. You may be able to have influence and teach
other people about things they misunderstood. 

Discussion QuestionsMaterials Needed

Activities:

What did Joan do as a little girl which
was unusual? What was her passion?
What gave her the opportunity to take
the job which used to be for a man? 
How did she take care of reptiles? 
How did she change the people’s
opinion on Komodo Dragons? 
What are you passionate about? What
do you know about it?
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Vocab - POP
Zoo Keepers
Dragon Scales
Scavenger Hunt

1.
2.
3.
4.

Printed Information 
A3 poster paper
Black markers
Picture of Reptiles
Felt Tip Pen
Scissors
Glue Stick
Zoo keeper outfits
Komodo Print Out
Black pen
Pencil
Pencil Crayons
Reptile Cards
Question Worksheets
Answer sheets
Prestick



ZOO KEEPERS
T E A C H E R  M A T T H E W

Activity Instructions:

Ask the children to work in pairs. 

They need to choose a plastic reptile and create a poster with interesting information
(use info in box about animals) to be shared with “zoo visitors”.

They can then dress up as zoo keepers and present their reptile to the club (“the zoo
visitors”).

 

Lessons and objectives
The children will practise their research skills learning about different reptile and
teaching the rest of the class. They can dress up a zoo keepers for fun. 

Materials Needed
Printed Information 
A3 poster paper
Black markers

DAY 2

Picture of Reptiles
Felt Tip Pen
Scissors

Glue Stick
Zoo keeper outfits



DRAGON SCALES
T E A C H E R  M A T T H E W

Instructions

Hand out the Komodo Dragon print
outs. 

The children should draw scales on
the Komodo dragon. Tell them to do it
very carefully - they can look at
examples on next page of how to
draw scales.

Once they have drawn the scales with
a black pen you can colour your
dragon with other colours.

Write down one fact about the
Komodo dragon from the fact sheet.

Lessons and objectives
Today the children will draw their own scales. To do it properly the children will need
to be patient. 

Materials Needed

Komodo Print Out
Black pen
Pencil

DAY 3

Pencil Crayons



SCAVENGER HUNT
T E A C H E R  M A T T H E W

Hide the 18 reptile fact cards around your home where children will be able to find
them (You can use the pretick to stick them around your space).

Give the children a copy of the question worksheet. They have to search the room
and find all of the fact cards to answer the questions.Tell them not to take the cards
down but leave them so other children can also find them

After they have completed the question sheet, you can go over the answers
together.

Instructions:

Lessons and objectives

Today the children will do a scavenger hunt to answer questions about reptiles. 

Materials Needed

Reptile Cards
Question Worksheets
Answer sheets

DAY 4

Pencils
Prestick

Reference: https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/animals/reptile-scav-hunt.pdf


