
MANY SHAPES OF
CLAY

Synopsis 

Discussion QuestionsMaterials Needed

Activities:

Lessons and objectives

Eisha lives with her mother, a ceramic artist, who helps her make a special shape out of a
piece of clay. The shape reminds Eisha of her father, of the ocean, of a lemon. As Eisha
goes through her neighborhood doing errands with her mother, the piece of clay hardens
and then shatters into pieces when Eisha taps it. Eisha learns to live with the sense of loss
and of the joyful power of making something new out of what is left behind. 

The book celebrates diversity and shares a gentle message that we all have the ability to
heal and create. 

What kind of shapes does Eisha's
mama make? 
Why does mama not play the shapes? 
Why does Eisha love the lemon shape? 
What fell out of Ms Harringtons back
pack? 
It describes Eisha's feeling as too heavy
to lift, what kind of feeling do you think
that is? Have you ever felt this way?
 What did Eisha do with her shapes of
clay in the end? 
What do you think this story means?
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Vocab- Go Fish
Clay Sculptor + Treasure pots
Pieces Necklace
Clay Sculptor + Treasure pots
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Air dry clay
Plastic knife
Container of water
Toothpicks
Paint brush
Paint 
Random assortment of
colourful sequins and beads
Skewers
Styrofoam block
Cord
Corrugated cardboard
Bottle tops (optional)
Wooden beads
Punch
Scissors



Step 1

Using the plastic knives and toothpicks
the children can make different shapes.
Encourage them to use the toothpicks to
add texture.

Step 2

They should put the shapes on the
skewer to dry. 

Step 3

After a few days when the clay is dry
they can carefully paint their shapes
different colours and put them in the
styrofoam block.

CLAY SCUPLTOR
Lesson Focus and Goals 

Activity 

Materials

The children will make different shapes of clay like Eisha and her mama. They will create
the shapes on Day 2 and then paint them on Day 4. 

Air Dry Clay
Toothpicks
Plastic Knife

Skewers
Styrofoam block
Paint

DAY 2 + 4 

Paint brushes
Water Bottle



Step 1

Take a handful of air dry clay and roll it
into a large ball.

Step 2
Poke both thumbs into your ball to create
a hole. Keep turning the ball in your hands
while pinching with your fingers to widen
the hole and flatten out your pot. Squash
the pot onto your placemat to flatten the
base.

Step 3
Dip your finger into the water and use it
to smooth out any cracks or bumps.

Lesson Focus and Goals 

Materials

The children will need to do steps 1-6 on Day 2 and then on Day 4 they can paint and
finish their pots up.

Air dry clay
Plastic knife
Container of water

TREASURE POT

Toothpicks
Paint brush
Paint 

Random assortment
of colourful sequins
and beads

DAY 2 + 4- PAGE 1 



Step 4
Now you’ll make the lid. Roll another ball out
and flatten it against your place mat. Use your
knife to cut out a circle shape. Use your finger
to smooth out any rough edges. (To make sure
that your lid is about the same size as the
opening, lift your pot up and place it upside
down to match the opening of your flattened
circle.)

Note: If you decide to create a mosaic lid, make
sure that your lid is thick enough to push beads
inside without breaking through the clay. I made
my lid slightly over a ¼-inch thick and it turned
out fine.

Step 5
Roll out a tiny ball of clay. This will act as the
lid’s handle (and the nose, for the face pots.) To
securely adhere the ball to the lid, use a
toothpick to score the tiny clay ball and the
center of your lid. Then, squish the ball on top.

Step 6
Leave the lid as is, or add beads and sequins. If
you add colorful details, make sure they are
securely pushed into the clay. Also, you may
need to recheck the size of the lid to make sure
that it still matches your pot’s opening.

Step 7
Wait for your clay pots to dry and then paint! I
knew my pots were dry because the clay turned
a nice, bright white and felt heavy, solid, and
firm. This took about 3-5 days depending on the
size and thickness of my pots.

reference: https://www.handmadecharlotte.com/painted-mosaic-pinch-pots-for-little-treasures/
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Instructions:

First the children will make a large batch of
cardboard 'beads'. 

This is the messy process art part; squish,
splodge and splatted paint all over sheets of
cardboard. There is no right or wrong way of
doing it, it's just about making pretty patterns.

Once the paint is dry, cut the cardboard up
into shapes and punch a hole in the middle. 

Once you have all your materials together
begin stringing the necklaces. 

 

Lesson Focus and Goals 

Materials

The children today will make a necklace out of different 'pieces'. Remind them of the
story and how Eisha managed to make something beautiful out of her shattered pieces of
pottery. Ask them about examples of times in their life that seemed negative at first but
that turned out to be good.

Cord
Corrugated cardboard
Paints

PIECES NECKLACE 
DAY 3

Bottle tops (optional)
Wooden beads
Punch

Paintbrushes
Water Bottles
Scissors

reference: https://minimadthings.com/blogs/news/junk-necklaces


