
ZAHA HADID

Synopsis 

Discussion QuestionsMaterials Needed

Activities:

Lessons and objectives

Zaha Hadid tells the inspiring true story of the visionary Iraqi-British architect. Zaha
Hadid grew up in Baghdad, Iraq surrounded by music. She was a curious and confident
child, who designed her own modernist bedroom at nine years old. As a young woman
studying at University in Beirut, she was described as the most outstanding pupil the
teacher had ever met. With her spectacular vision and belief in the power of architecture,
she founded her own firm and designed some of the most outstanding buildings in the
world - including the London 2012 Olympic Aquatic Centre. 

It may take awhile to see our dreams realised but if we persist it will be worth the wait. 

Where did Zaha grow up? What was
amazing about this city?
What was Zaha's favourite classes?
What did Zaha discover in Rome?
What was different about Zaha's
building designs?
How long did she wait before she saw
the first of her buildings completed?
What did it look like?
What did her collegues call her?
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Vocab- POP
Shape Tower
Symmetry Sculptors
Stick Designs

1.
2.
3.
4.

Cardboard boxes
Card
Scissors
Paint
Paint brushes
Water bottles
Coloured Paper Strips
String
Paper clip
Washi Tape
Ice-cream stick
Felt Tip pens
Stapler



First show the children the example of
the geometric tower.

Divide the group into 4/5 and give each
child a box and some card. 

They need to cut out shapes and paint
them and then they can stick them
together. To fit them together they
should cut a slit and stick the shapes into
each other. 

SHAPE TOWER
Lesson Focus and Goals 

Activity 

Materials

Zaha loved to play around with curves and shapes in her designs. Today the children will
make beautiful towers using different shapes. Show them the picture and tell them to do
their best to make magnificent towers. 

Cardboard boxes
Card
Scissors

Paint
Paint brushes
Water bottles
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Reference: https://thehousethatlarsbuilt.com/2020/05/diy-geometric-
cardboard-piece-tower.html/



Instructions:

Give each child two 5cm strips of four
different coloured paper's and one of a
different colour for the centre. (so 9 in
total)

Arrange your paper strips like a
symmetrical sandwich, using only one
strip of the middle colour. Keep in mind
the colour combinations – it looks best
to have lighter colours next to darker
ones, or to make a gradient/ ombre
effect.

Staple the stack of strips in the centre.
Secure them with three staple.

Start sculpting your paper strips. You
can do anything: fold, cut, roll, stamp.
The only rule is you have to do the
same things on both sides.

Flip it over and do the same thing on
the other side. You’ll have four flaps
that all get the same artistic treatment.

After you have down you can attach a
paper clip and tie string to it so it can
hang

Lesson Focus and Goals 

Materials

Explain that symmetry is an important concept in architecture. Symmetry means the
same on both side. So today you are going to do a symmetry craft.

Coloured Paper strips
String
Paper clip

Scissors
Stapler

SYMMETRY SCULPTORS 
DAY 3

Reference: https://babyccinokids.com/blog/2016/06/09/symmetry-sculptures/



reference: http://mollymoocrafts.com/craft-stick-dolls/

Lesson Focus and Goals 

Materials

One of the first creative projects Zaha did when she was younger was design clothes.
Today the children will make their own dolls and design their clothes. 

Washi Tape
Ice-cream stick
Felt Tip pens

STICK DESIGNS

Designing Clothes

Using the washi tape, felt tip pens and ice-cream sticks the children can design their own
clothes. 

DAY 4


